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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restriction 

Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 



a. 



c. 



Claims 1-1 1 and 26 drawn to a lamp assembly, comprising a lamp, and a 
subcombination contact protector. 

Claims 12-14, drawn to a lamp assembly with a subcombination contact 
protector and further comprising a subcombination pin extender. 
Claims 15-25, drawn to a lamp combination comprising a lamp, a 
subcombination contact protector, and a subcombination contact protector holder. 
Claim 26, drawn to a lamp assembly comprising a lamp and an insulator. 
Claims 27-33 and 37-39 drawn to a combination circuit for lighting a lamp, 
comprising a subcombination electronic ballast, a subcombination lamp socket, a 
subcombination electrical conductor, and a subcombination junction. 
Claim 34, drawn to a combination circuit for lighting a lamp, comprising a 
subcombination electronic ballast, a subcombination lamp socket, a 
subcombination electrical conductor, a subcombination junction, and a 
subcombination refrigerator display case. 

Claim 35, drawn to a combination circuit for lighting a lamp, comprising a 
subcombination electronic ballast, a subcombination lamp socket, a 
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k. 



m. 



n. 



subcombination electrical conductor, a subcombination junction, a 
subcombination refrigerator display case, and a subcombination lamp. 
Claim 36, drawn to a combination circuit for lighting a lamp, comprising a 
subcombination electronic ballast, a subcombination lamp socket, a 

subcombination electrical conductor, a subcombination junction, and a 

subcombinatkm of conductors for supplying electricity to the lamp sockets. 

Claim 40, drawn to the circuit of claim 39, and further comprising a conductor 

crimped to each contact. 

Claim 41, drawn to a circuit comprising a ballast, a lamp connector with lamp 
contacts, a lamp, a conductor for coupling the ballast to the socket, and a 
connector between the conductor and socket. 

Claim 42 and 43, drawn to the circuit of Claim 41, and where the contacts and 
lamp are further specified. 

Claim 44, drawn to a combination ballast and lighting circuit, comprising various 
subcombinations, each of which have separate utility. 

Claims 45 - 50, 54-58, 63-64 drawn to a connector for connecting contacts of a 
florescent light to a light source. 

Claim 51, drawn the connector of claim 51, and where mating conductors are 
surrounded by plastic (where the mating conductors have a separate utility). 
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o. 



s. 



t. 



V, 



w. 



Claim 52, drawn to the conductor of claim 45, where the conductor is formed 
from copper (the conductor having a separate utility). 

Claim 53, drawn to the connector of claim 52, further specifying the junction (the 
junction having a separate utility). 

Claim 59, drawn to the conductor of claim 58, and where the output conductor is 

formed from gold plated bronze (the output having a separate utility). 

Claim 60-61 , drawn to the connector of claim 45, and further comprising a contact 

protector. 

Claim 65, drawn to the connector of claim 45, and further comprising a second 

output conductor. 

Claim 66, drawn to the connector of claim 45, and further comprising a second, 
third and fourth output conductors. 

Claim 67, drawn to a connector comprising an input circuit, a connector body, a 
first output contact, and a second output contact. 
Claims 68-76, 77-80 drawn to a conductor comprising an input circuit, a 
connector body, a first and second output contacts, and a nonconductive barrier. 
Claim 77, drawn to the connector of claim 68 and further comprising third and 
fourth output contacts. 



2. The various inventions are 



distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 
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a. Some of the inventions are related as combination and subcombination, 
inventions in mis reiationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) ft. combination as claimed 
does not require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) that 
fte subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 806.05(c)). In the 
in9 a„, case, the combinations as claimed do no, require the particulars of the subcombinations 
as claimed. For example, the subcombinations of a lamp, a contact protector, a lamp socket, a 
contact protector holder, a pin extension, an eiecttonic ballast, a refrigerator display case frame 
all have separate independent utilities from the utilities of the various combinations. 

b. Some of the inventions are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable 
together in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are 
shown to be separately usable. In the instant case, many of the subcombinations have separate 
utility. For instance, a lamp, a lamp socket, a contact protector, a pin extension, an electronic 
ballast, and a refrigerator display case frame each are separately useable. See MPEP 
§ 806.05(d). 

c. Some of the inventions are independent combinations. Inventions are unrelated if 
it can be shown that they are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different 
modes of operation, different functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). 
For insuutce, the lamp assembly of claim 1 is a combination which is completely independent 
and distinct from a circuit for lighting a lamp, per claim 27 (note that the claim for a circuit for 
lighting a lamp does not include a lamp). 
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d. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 
acquired a separate status in the art as shown by their different classifications and divergent 
subject matter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

Applicant is advised that a reply to this requirement must include an identification of the 
species that is elected consonant with this requirement, and a listing of all claims readable 
thereon, including any claims subsequently added. An argument that a claim is allowable or that 
all claims are generic is considered nonresponsive unless accompanied by an election. 

Should applicant traverse on the ground that the species are not patentably distinct, 
applicant should submit evidence or identify such evidence now of record showing the species 
be obvious variants or clearly admit on the record that this is the case. In either instance, if the 
examiner finds one of the inventions unpatentable over the prior art, the evidence or admission 
may be used in a rejection under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) of the other invention. 



to 
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Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must include an election of 
the invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 CFR 1 .143). 
3 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Ross Gushi whose telephone number is (703) 306-4508. 



HtonVki 
Primary Examiner 
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January 14, 1999 



